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Volume 51, Number 11S Abstracts 97Srupture in 24 cases (21%). There were 11 vein rupture cases
in 36 arm BAMs (31%) as compared to 13 ruptures in 79
forearm BAMs (16%) with p  0.045. Smaller balloons
(3-6mm, 60 cases) caused 31 (52%) class 2-3 vein injuries as
compared to larger balloons (7-10mm, 55 cases) which
caused 40 (73%) class 2-3 injuries with p  0.023. Manual
compression was sufficient to stop extravasation in all vein
rupture cases. All injuries except for 2 wall ruptures healed
within 1 week. These 2 cases formed small (1cm)
pseudoaneurysms which are being observed. Thus far, all
20 patients who needed dialysis following DG-BAM were
successfully treated.
Conclusions: These data suggest that office-based
DG-BAM of AVFs is feasible, safe and averts nephrotoxic
contrast and radiation. Duplex imaging identifies the
various types of venous injuries and their healing process.
Arm AVFs have more vein ruptures as compared to
forearm AVFs. Larger balloons cause more vein wall
hematomas and ruptures.
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Objectives: In an attempt to identify factors that may
attract medical students to a career in vascular surgery, an
anonymous questionnaire was distributed to 1st thru 3rd
year medical students regarding potential specialty prefer-
ence.
Methods: A one-time questionnaire consisting of 21
open and multiple-choice questions was distributed to
pre-clinical (MS1 & MS2) and to clinical (MS3) medical
students at a large single-campus Midwestern medical
school. Responses were collected and subjected to statis-
tical analysis.
Results: 338 medical students were surveyed (110
MS1, 126 MS2, & 102 MS3). 236 1st and 2nd year
students had no clinical exposure to vascular surgery
while 38/102 3rd year students had exposure to vascular
surgery during a clinical rotation. Prior to entering med-
ical school, 29% of the students were interested in a
surgical field with 11% of those considering vascular
surgery. However, of the pre-clinical students, 116/236
(49%) would consider vascular surgery. An additional
19% (23/120) were willing to consider vascular surgery
if the length of training was reduced. 38/102 (26%) of
the clinical students had a vascular surgery rotation of
which 78% reported a positive experience. Yet, only 26%
(10/38) still considered vascular surgery as a career. 34%would consider vascular surgery if the training was re-
duced from 7 to 5 years. Only 5% of 1st & 2nd yr
students (11/236) and 9% of 3rd yr students (9/102)
were aware of the 0 & 5 training program. As students
advanced in medical school, lifestyle (31% MS1 vs 63%
MS3, p  0.05) and length of training (19% MS1&2 vs
34% MS3, p  0.05) became more of a factor in their
decision-making.
Conclusions: Pre-clinical medical students have little
exposure to vascular surgery. Early exposure to vascular
surgery via structured programs as well as increasing the
awareness of medical students to the existence of the 0 & 5
training paradigmmay attract more students into a career in
vascular surgery.
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Objectives: With the advance of imaging studies and
more common use of them, spontaneous, isolated supe-
rior mesenteric artery dissection (SISMAD) is more of-
ten encountered in patients with acute abdominal pain.
However, the underlying cause of SISMAD has been still
poorly understood. We attempted to find any differences
in risk factors between SISMAD and combined aortic
and superior mesenteric artery dissection (CASMAD).
Methods: During the last 9 years, 47 patients with
SISMAD (symptomatic 39) and 43 patients with CAS-
MAD were identified in a single institution by prospec-
tive and retrospective investigations of database. Diag-
nosis of SISMAD and CASMAD were made by
characteristic findings on a thoraco-abdominal multi-
detector helical CT scan excluding patients with previous
upper abdominal surgery or trauma or mesenteric cath-
eterization in the diagnosis of SISMAD. We compared
demographic and clinical characteristics of patients with
SISMAD and CASMAD.
Results: Demonstrated at the table (Table)
Conclusions: Compared to CASMAD, SISMAD was
less frequently associated with hypertension and was more
common in male.
